AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



1. (Currently amended) A program product, comprising: 

a program linking program recorded on a storage medium for causing a computer having 
a memory to function at least as: 

linking means for linking at l e ast on e of a plurality of unlinked programs for e ach 
of g plurality o ft o form a pre-linked program for linlc e d programs advancing toward the 
completion of the plurality of a linked programs p rogram ; 

storage means for storing the pluralit\^ of linlced programs pre-linked program in 
the memory ei^i^before ef-^tefK;ompletio n of the linked program ; and, 

management means for causing the linking means to preferentially perform 
linking of the plurality of unlinked program s, to form the pre-linked program, in a 
predetermined priority order afld4 esuch that a maximum cumulative sum of sizes of the 
unlinked programs is fe ait- within a range in which overflow of a predetermined capacity 
of the memory does not occur, wherein the predetermined priority order is s e l e ct e d from 
at l e ast one of: an increasing order of frequency of use of each of the plurality of unlinked 
programs to create the plurality of linlc e d programs: p re-linked program. 

incr e asing ord e r of siz e of e ach of th e plurality of unlinlcod programs such 

that a program siz e of e ach of th e plurality of linlc e d programs is not always 

increasing ord e r of product of fr e qu e ncy of use of each of the plurality of 
unlinlced programs to cr e at e the plurality of linlc e d programs and a siz e of a 
corr e sponding on e of th e plurality of unlinlc e d programs; 

d e cr e asing ord e r of tim e for linking e ach of th e plurality of unlinlc e d 
programs upon e x e cution; and 

d e cr e asing ord e r of execution frequency of e ach of th e plurality of 
imlinlced programs accompanying execution of th e plurality of linlced programs. 

2. (Currently amended) The program product according to claim 1, wherein the management 
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means causes the linking means to perform linking, and as a result determines the maximum 
liffli tcumulative sum of sizes of the unlinked programs . 



3. (Currently amended) The program product according to claim 1, wherein the management 
means determines the maximum limit cumulative sum of sizes of the unlinked programs by 
evaluating a-the size of each of the plurality of linked programs at each stage of linking without 
causing the linking means to perform linking. 

4-9. (Canceled) 

10. (Currently amended) A program linking metho d, comprisin g comprising : 

linking at l e ast on e of a plurality of unlinked programs for e ach of a plurality of link e d 
programs t o form a pre-linked program for advancing toward the completion of the plurality of a 
linked programs program ; and 

storing in a memory the plurality of linlced programs eith e r pre-linked program before er 
^CT-completio n of the linked program, wherein said 

linkmg is performed preferentiall y, to form the pre-linked program, in a predetermined 
priority order among the plurality of unlinked programs aBd4 esuch that a maximum limit a 
cumulative sum of sizes of the unlinked programs is y yithin a range in which overflow of a 
predetermined capacity of the memory does not occur, and 

wherein the predetermined priority order is sel e ct e d from at least one of: an increasing 
order of frequency of use of each of the plurality of unlinked programs to create the plurality of 
linlc e d programs: p re-linked program. 

incr e asing order of siz e of each of the plurality of unlmlc e d programs such that a 
program siz e of th e plurality of linlced programs is not always r e duc e d; 
incr e asing ord e r of product of fr e quency of us e of each of the plurality of unlinlced 
programs to cr e ate the plurality of linked programs and a size of a corr e sponding 
on e of th e plurality of unlinlced programs; 

d e cr e asing ord e r of tim e for linlcing e ach of th e plurality of imlinlc e d programs on 
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e xecution; and 

d e creasing order of e x e cution frequ e ncy of each of the plurality of unlinlc e d 
programs accompanying e xecution of th e plurality of linlced programs. 

11. (New) A program product comprising a program linking program recorded on a computer- 
readable storage medium for causing a computer having a memory function to function at least 
as: 

linking means for linking a plurality of unlmked programs to form a pre-linked program 
for advancing toward the completion of a linked program; 

storage means for storing the pre-linked program in the memory before completion of 
said linked program; and 

management means for causing the linking means to preferentially perform linking of the 
plurality of unlinked programs, to form the pre-linked program, in a predetermined priority order 
such that a cumulative sum of sizes of the unlinked programs is within a range in which overflow 
of a predetermined capacity of the memory does not occur, wherein the predetermined priority 
order is a decreasing order of time for linking each of the plurality of unlinked programs upon 
execution. 

12. (New) A program linking method comprising: 

linking a plurality of unlinked programs to form a pre-linked program for advancing 
toward the completion of a linked program; 

storing the pre-linked program in the memory before completion of the linked program; 

and 

causing a linking means to preferentially perform linking of the plurality of unlinked 
programs, to form the pre-linked program, in a predetermined priority order such that a 
cumulative sum of sizes of the imlinked programs is within a range in which overflow of a 
predetermined capacity of the memory does not occur, wherein the predetermined priority order 
is a decreasing order of time for linking each of the plurality of unlinked programs upon 
execution. 
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